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MEET OUR NEW DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
We would like to congratulate Ms Melissa Lionnet on winning the substantive deputy 
position at our school. Melissa has had many years of experience in school 
leadership and was a team leader at Southern Grove in 2023. 
We are extremely happy to have her as a member of the executive team. 

OUR STAFF
We have a very dedicated team at Southern Grove who are committed to ensuring every student reaches 
their personal best socially, emotionally, and academically.

Welcome to 2024! 
It has been an absolute joy to see our students with big smiles as they walk through the gates ready 
to take on a new year of learning. We are looking forward to partnering with you all in your children’s 
learning this year!

  Warm regards
  Bec Burns

https://www.instagram.com/southerngroveps/
https://www.facebook.com/southerngroveps
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Western Australian law stipulates that all school-aged children must go to and attend school every day. 
The Department of Education has an expectation that every student will have an attendance rate of 90% 
or higher. During the pandemic our attendance rate dropped significantly. This year there will be close 
monitoring of every student’s attendance rate to ensure they are meeting the Department expectation.
Parents must provide a reasonable cause if their child is absent from school. To do this, parents log onto 
Compass and complete the attendance section with the reason for your child’s absence. If your child is 
unwell please add some detail e.g., Billy is absent from school with a temperature and flu symptoms.
Absences for in -term holidays, birthdays, feeling tired, hair appointments etc.  are not considered 
reasonable causes for absence.
If you have any concerns about your child’s attendance please speak to their teacher.

CLASSROOM DOORS OPEN
Our classroom doors open at 8:15am and this is the time we would like your children to be at school and 
in their classes ready to start the day. When your children arrive at 8:15am they greet their teacher at the 
door and enter the classroom to prepare for their learning. This gives them 15 minutes to become settled 
and they are ready to learn when the music starts at 8:30am. Please support your children to be calm and 
ready to do their personal best.

END OF THE SCHOOL DAY
Our school day ends at 2:45pm. Students in Kindy and Pre-Primary must be picked up by an adult at the 
classroom door. Students in years 1-6 will be dismissed by the classroom teacher.
It is important that students who are collected by parents or carers are picked up at 2:45pm. Our staff have 
meetings and planning to do after school and cannot be expected to supervise your children after school 
pick up time.
In the case of an emergency and you are going to be late please contact the office by 2:30pm to allow our 
office staff time to get the message to your child’s teacher.
If you are unable to pick your child up at 2:45pm every day we have Camp Australia on site to provide 
before and after school care. The rates are subsidised and Andy and his team provide an exceptional 
program. Call into the front office for more information.

OUR PLAYGROUNDS
For duty of care reasons, we do not allow students to play on our playgrounds or with our outdoor 
learning resources before or after school. Students must be with a parent if they arrive at school between 
8:00 – 8:15am and we ask you do not allow them to run around the playground or play on the equipment 
during this time. This will ensure our students are settled and ready to enter the classroom calmly at 
8:15am.

OUR OVAL
Unfortunately, our oval is under repair and will not be in use for term 1. We are working with the 
Department to rectify the issues and we hope that our oval will be healthy and ready to go in term 2. In 
the meantime, we have roped the oval off to prevent people from using it.
Students will be able to use the area at the back of the school where the yarning circle and bushtucker 
garden are located.



WEEK EVENT DATE

ONE 31st JAN:  Students Return
2nd FEB: P&C VIP Parking Winner Drawn

FOUR 21st FEB: P&C Meeting

FIVE 28th FEB: Free Dress Day

SIX 4th MAR: Labour Day Public Holiday

KISS AND DRIVE
Following the work from the Council we now have Kiss and Drive zones at the front and the back of the 
school. To ensure the safety of our students, staff, parents, and community we ask you follow the Kiss and 
Drive rules, be patient and demonstrate respect at all times when using these zones.

Please remember the following rules when using this area – 

1. DRIVERS DO NOT LEAVE YOUR VEHICLE 
To assist with traffic flow in the Kiss and Drive zone, drivers are to remain in the car while the children get 
in and out. To facilitate this, children should travel with bags in the car and not in the boot. If a driver must 
get out, they MUST NOT move more than 3 metres from their vehicle. 

2. BE TIMELY 
If your child does not enter or exit the vehicle within 2 minutes you are required to travel around the block 
and re-enter the zone at the end of the queue. 

3. KERB SIDE ENTRY/EXIT 
Ensure your child enters/exits the vehicle on the kerb side. Ensure your child has their restraint securely 
fastened before moving off from the Kiss and Drive zone. 

4. STAY IN SEQUENCE 
Please queue in an orderly manner. Drop/pick-up your child as close as you can to the top of the zone 
allowing vehicles following you to enter the designated area. Wait patiently for the cars in front of you to 
leave, rather than pulling out behind them. 

5. BE PATIENT – SAFETY MUST COME FIRST. 
Please wait patiently for the cars in front of you to leave the area before you leave. 

Coming up-


