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BIKES AND SCOOTERS
It is fabulous to see more students riding their bikes and scooters. It is Western Australian law that students 
must wear a helmet when riding their bike and we strongly suggest that students also wear a helmet when 
riding a scooter. We are very concerned about the safety of our students who do not wear helmets when 
riding scooters to and from school. We would hate for any student to fall or be hit by a car and not be wearing 
head protection.

WALKER LEARNING APPROACH PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
Come along and find out more about our Walker Learning Approach, how it links to the Department of 
Education strategic plan and  The West Australian Curriculum and why this is our pedagogy at Southern Grove.

Join us on: Wednesday 29 March Time: 6:30 – 7:30pm Place: Undercover area
Please rsvp to: chelsea.regan2@education.wa.edu.au by Monday 27 March

Dear parents and carers
The term is flying along at a rapid pace. Our students 
have settled into their new classrooms, classes and 
with their new teachers and routines very well. 

As we move into the second half of the term it’s the 
perfect opportunity for us, teachers, and families to 
continue to build positive family-school partnerships 
and establish ways to work together to support 
student learning. 

Our teachers welcome parent contact and love to talk 
to you about your child’s progress. If you would like to 
meet with your child’s teacher at any time 
throughout the year please email the teacher via 
Compass to arrange a meeting time.

Last week our students attended a Wellbeing 
Incursion which reinforced our school values of 
being Kind, Caring, Polite and Brave. Our focus value 
this term is ‘Be Kind’ and our teachers are spending 
time teaching our students what this looks like at our 
school and in the wider community. 

We have a family afternoon tea picnic on Tuesday 4 
April and there will be an Easter Bonnet parade to kick 
off the picnic. We hope to see you all there!

Warm regards 

Bec Burns
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NAPLAN 2023
As students’ progress through their school years, it’s important to check how well they are learning 
the essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy.

NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that students are learning through the school curriculum 
and allows parents/carers to see how their child is progressing against national standards. NAPLAN is just one 
aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process. It doesn’t replace ongoing assessments made by 
teachers about student performance, but it can provide teachers with additional information 
about students’ progress.

To allow schools to access the data earlier in the school year the NAPLAN online test window starts on 
Wednesday 15 March through to Friday 24 March.  The Year 3 and Year 5 classes will be doing some practice 
tests to ensure they are able to use the equipment and logins seamlessly and ensure that the school 
is tech-ready to undertake the testing.

For more information click on the link below.
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf

More information about NAPLAN can be found here:
https://nap.edu.au/home

Sample tests are available on the public demonstration site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Voluntary Contribution paid by parents is a show of your support for the many different programs we offer 
at Southern Grove. This money supplements the range of resources available to our students and is very much 
appreciated. The School Board set the Voluntary Contribution amount at $50 per child for 2023. It is expected 
that those who can afford to, will make the contribution. 
Payment of contributions may be made in the office via cash or EFTPOS; or by direct deposit 
to our bank account.

COMPASS
We use Compass as our main form of communication with our families. It is important that all parents have 
downloaded this app. If you need help with this please see Susan or Chelsea in the office.

Handy Compass Hints: 
To access expired newsfeed items please refer to your email notification, click on the link and it will take you to 
the original post.

When wanting to access a document follow these steps – 
 • Open in browser
 • Click on the Pencil icon on the menu bar
 • Click on School Resources 
 • Open Parent Resources

READING AT HOME
Over the holidays we ran a Home Reading Challenge to encourage our students to read over the break. We 

https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
https://nap.edu.au/home
https://nap.edu.au/default.aspx?aspxerrorpath=/homehttps:/nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


had 62 students out of 497 return their forms. Well done to those 62 students for participating in the challenge 
and developing their reading skills.
Our teachers and allied professionals work hard to teach your children to read, however they need 
your support to ensure your children can read fluently, with expression and make meaning of what 
they are reading. 
Children need to read and be read to every single night to practice and develop their reading skills. This is the 
only homework we give at Southern Grove. Please do your part and make sure your children are reading,  and 
being read to, every single day.

EXTENDED PERIODS OF ABSENCE DUE TO VACATIONS 
When borders opened last year and into the start of this year, we have experienced a large number of requests 
for long absences from school for the purpose of travel. Last year we were very understanding as given the 
circumstances, families had not seen each other for a considerable amount of time. Extended periods of
 absence from school has a detrimental impact on your child’s learning and is likely to affect their progress 
and achievement.
The School Education Act requires and expects all children to attend school on each day that school is open for 
instruction unless absent due to illness or acceptable reason. A holiday during term time is not considered a 
reasonable cause for absence. It is expected that all holidays should be limited to school vacation periods only.

2023 School Vacation Periods 
Friday 7 April – Tuesday 25 April 2023
Saturday 1 July – Monday 17 July 2023
Saturday 23 September – Monday 9 October 2023
Friday 15 December – 30 January 2024

Requests for absences for reasons other than illness must be submitted to the Principal by completing the 
Application for Extended Absence form found on our website and emailing it to 
southerngrove.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

OUR GROUNDS
We have two new gardeners, Mark and Michael, who have joined our staff and we are very happy to have 
them as part of our team. They have come up with some wonderful ideas to rejuvenate our gardens and are 
currently working with Turfcare to remediate our oval. 
To look after our gardens, we have asked our students to walk on footpaths instead of through garden beds 
and we would appreciate your support in reminding your children to do this on their way in and out of school.

https://www.southerngroveps.wa.edu.au/absences-late-arrivals-and-vacations


P AND C 
At our first P&C meeting last week it was great to see new and familiar faces putting their names forward to fill 
vacant positions on the P&C. Sharing your skills and expertise while making new friends is a wonderful way to 
become a part of the heart of our school community. 

We would like to thank the following people for taking on office bearer positions for 2023  – 

President – Belinda Pang
Vice President – Natasha Kristiansen
Treasurer – Amy Brady 
Secretary – Heidi Gardin

To find out when our next meeting is being held  please click on this link  P&C Association 

We would love to see you there!

SCHOOL BOARD SUGGESTIONS AND FEEDBACK BOX 
In the admin office we have a School Board drop box for our parents to drop suggestions and feedback for 
the Board. We encourage you to do this as all feedback and suggestions help us to improve our school for the 
better of our students.

SOUTHERN GROVE LUNCH BAR
Lina and Emma are serving delicious lunches and snacks to our students, staff and community. Check out their 
Facebook page ‘Southern Grove Lunch Bar – Southern Grove Primary School’ to keep up with the specials and 
news. If you need to speak to Lina or Emma about your child’s canteen order please phone the canteen 
directly on 9234 7730.

SCHOOL SECURITY
Late last year we had a group of teenagers come into the school at night, play with our investigation areas, 
throw equipment around and then stole 3 of our scooters and our bike. We are aware of the incident as they 
posted a video of them doing this to our school Facebook messenger page. 

We are asking our community to keep an eye on our school in the evenings and over the weekends and if you 
see any unusual behaviour or children in our school grounds during these times, please contact Ed Security on 
1800 177 777.

WEEK EVENT DATE

FIVE 1st Mar: Free Dress Day - 
Gold Coin Donation

SEVEN 14th Mar: Board Meeting

EIGHT
21st Mar: Harmony Day

21-22nd Mar: Chinese Dragon Incursion
24th Mar: National Ride 2 School Day

TEN 4th April: Family Picnic - 
Bonnet Parade - Easter Raffle

Coming up-
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